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Introduction – what are key stage 2 tests?

At the end of year 6 children sit national curriculum assessments in the following subjects:

● English grammar, punctuation and spelling.
● English reading
● Mathematics

These are widely referred to as SATs, which stands for Standard Assessment Tests. 

These tests help measure the attainment of pupils in relation to the standards set out in the 
national curriculum and help teachers and parents identify where pupils may need additional 
support in a certain subject areas.  



When do they take place?

The KS2 tests take place on scheduled dates set by the Standards and Testing Agency 
(STA).   

For the academic year 2025 to 2026, the KS2 tests are scheduled to take place from 
Monday 11 May to Thursday 14th May.
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What do the tests look like?
Grammar, punctuation and spelling

The key stage 2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test comprises two 
components, which will be presented to pupils in two separate papers.  The test is 
administered on paper.  The spelling test is administered aurally by a test administrator. 

Component Description Number of papers Number of marks Timing of component

Paper 1: questions grammar, punctuation 
and vocabulary

1 50 45 minutes

Paper 2: spelling spelling (20 words) 1 20 15 minutes (not strictly 
timed)

Total 2 70 60 minutes



Grammar, punctuation and spelling

The following content domains are tested in paper 1:

● Grammatical terms/ word classes
● Functions of sentences
● Combining words, phrases and clauses
● Verb forms, tense and consistency
● Punctuation
● Vocabulary
● Standard English and formality



Grammar, punctuation and spelling
Example questions:



Grammar, punctuation and spelling
Example questions:



Component Description Number of papers Number of marks Timing of component

Paper 1: English 
reading test

reading booklet and 
separate answer 

booklet (a selection of 
texts 1500-2300 

words)

1 50 60 minutes

Total 1 50 60 minutes

Reading

The key stage 2 English reading test comprises a single component.   The test is 
administered on paper and the total testing time is 60 minutes.  The testing time 
includes times for reading and responding to questions; there will not be separate 
reading time. 



Reading
The English reading test will focus on the comprehension elements of the 
national curriculum.  The tests will, over time, sample from each area of the 
content domain.  Here are the content domains:

● Give/ explain the meaning of words in context

● Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

● Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

● Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from 

the text

● Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

● Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole

● Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases

● Make comparisons within the text



Reading
Example questions:



Reading
Example questions:



Component Description Number of papers Number of marks Timing of component

Paper 1: 
arithmetic

arithmetic
assessing pupils’ confidence 
with the range of 
mathematical operations

1 40 30 minutes

Paper 2 and 3: 
mathematical 

reasoning

mathematical fluency, solving 
mathematical problems and 
mathematical reasoning

2 70 overall
35 per paper

80 minutes
40 minutes per paper

Total 3 110 110 minutes

Mathematics

The key stage 2 mathematics test comprises two components, which will be presented to pupils as 
three separate test papers.  The first component is an arithmetic paper.  The second component is 
administered as two papers; there are no significant differences in format between the two papers.   
The test is administered on paper and the total testing time is 110 minutes.  



Mathematics
The following are the content domains, which are the relevant 
elements from the national curriculum programme of study for 
mathematics.  
● Number and place value
● Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (calculation)
● Fractions, decimals and percentages
● Ratio and proportion
● Algebra
● Measurement
● Geometry- properties of shapes
● Geometry- position and direction
● Statistics



Mathematics
Example questions:



Mathematics
Example questions:



2025 Pass Marks (raw score)

GPS Reading Maths

Expected Standard 
(scaled score 100+)

35 28 58

Greater Depth (scaled 
score 110+)

54 40 95

How are the tests marked?

KS2 tests are externally marked, and marks are returned to schools in 
July. If a pupil takes each paper for the subject they will receive: a raw 
score, a scaled score and either 'NS' (expected standard not achieved) or 
'AS' (expected standard achieved).



How are we preparing them in school?

● Pupils are taught the full range of content required for each test within the school 
curriculum.  

● Homework is used to reinforce key skills and consolidate learning.
● Regular practice tests are administered throughout Year 6, enabling pupils to 

become familiar with the assessment format and allowing staff to analyse
outcomes to identify areas for further development.

● Targeted interventions are scheduled to provide additional support for identified 
pupils.

● We also support children's wellbeing through PSHE lessons, where they learn 
strategies for managing test pressure, building resilience and looking after their 
mental health.



How can you help them at home?

● Ensure regular attendance, as this is essential for maintaining progress and 
building confidence.

● Establish a consistent routine that allows time for homework, relaxation and 
adequate sleep.

● Promote healthy habits by encouraging a balanced diet, particularly during 
periods of increased effort and concentration.

● Provide a calm, quiet space where your child can complete their homework and 
practice their reading.

● Offer reassurance and encouragement.  If your child finds something 
challenging, remind them that this is part of learning and that they can always 
seek support from an adult at school.



www.gov.uk/STA.



Support
If you need any further information to support your child at home, please 

speak to your class teacher or Assistant Head Teacher.
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